The Story of British Diplomacy
to which he was attached seems to have originated in some court function, possibly the Czar's coronation. Between 1801 and 1804, however, he filled an important position at our St Petersburg embassy. His manner had the mixture of dignity and frankness which pleased the Russian court. His naval and maritime knowledge proved useful to our diplomacy. He found a congenial colleague at St Petersburg in Count Nikita Petrovitch Panine, who had been disgraced by Paul I., but who was recalled by Alexander and made Vice-Chancellor, with the special purpose of negotiating with the English representative. Like Woronzow, Panine had fallen out of favour with Paul for his English sympathies. These were regarded by Alexander as a qualification for the place. Meanwhile the final settlement of Malta might remain in abeyance. The immediate necessity was an amicable understanding to include not only England and Russia, but Denmark and Sweden also. The matter ended for the present by the impounded English vessels being set at liberty, and by the restoration to their lawful owners of the English money and other valuables seized by Russia.
Mention must be made of another English diplomatist who, so far back as the Empress Catherine's time, had exerted all his remarkable powers to prepare the way for an Anglo-Russian alliance. This was Alleyne Fitzherbert, Lord St Helens, famed throughout Europe for his quiet, polished manners, and a sagacity that sometimes resembled inspiration; he had achieved the earliest of his great diplomatic successes by arranging for Pitt the
Nootka Sound difficulty, and concluding the arrange-
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